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Summary: The inaugural Lewis and Harris summer tour was a great success with a good mixture of 

birds, mammals, wild flowers and of course some stunning scenery. White-tailed Eagles were seen 

on 4 days and Golden Eagle on 5 days with some excellent views of the latter at Sobhal and 

Breasacleit where a pair were watched hunting together. Merlins were noted on 2 days in Lewis 

whilst all 3 regular species of diver were seen well. Red-throated Divers were observed virtually 

every day including birds occasionally in display whilst Black-throated Divers were picked up on 4 out 

of the 7 days. We also got some very good scope views of Great Northern Diver in both winter and 

summer plumage on our final morning. Otters were found on 3 days and although never close we 

did get some pretty decent scope views. We also spotted 3 species of cetacean with Bottle-nosed 

Dolphins off the Butt and both Common and Risso’s Dolphin off Tiumpan Head. We actually saw the 

latter on 3 occasions; with some very good views in the flat calm conditions on the final morning. 

The weather was generally kind to us with some nice sunny spells in Harris where we made the most 

of the stunning scenery. It was also generally good whilst in Lewis with one afternoon being a bit wet 

although a visit to the Stornoway museum made up for that where we had a look at some of the 

Lewis Chessmen. All in all it was great fun with lots of exciting wildlife moments. 

 

Leader: Steve Duffield 

 

Participants: Mary and Malcolm Bridges, Philip and Alison Hanmer, Viv and Ian MacKay, Ingrid 

Swanson and Deone Finlayson 

 

Daily Dairy: 
 
12th August:  

Weather: Light north-westerly winds with periods of warm sunshine and occasional showers. 

 

Malcolm and Mary as well as Viv and Ian had arrived the previous day in Stornoway so we met up in 

the morning in town and headed straight off towards Point. Stopping on the Braighe, by Loch 

Branahuie we soon picked up 6 Black-throated Divers, Shags, Red-breasted Mergansers and a few 

Black Guillemots on the sea whilst the freshwater loch held a couple of Tufted Ducks and a Grey 

Heron. Way off in the distance to the south of Stornoway we could also see a couple of very distant 

Golden Eagles perched on a hill top although even through the scope on full magnification they were 

only just discernible! We made our way to Tiumpan Head to search for cetaceans in the calm 

conditions and soon picked up a few Kittiwakes and Great Skuas that were following a potting boat 

close inshore. We continued to scan the sea and were rewarded with good views of at least 9 Risso’s 

Dolphins that came in from the south. They passed close to the headland, feeding and lingering as 

they did so and providing some great views before we had to leave them and pick up Deone and 

Ingrid from the airport. Once we had them on board we headed to the Harris Hotel where we met 

up with the final two participants, Alison and Philip.  
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For our packed lunch we headed to a viewpoint above Loch Miavaig, looking up the glen and over 

the surrounding hills in the hope of spotting some eagles. A Buzzard was calling nearby and we 

spotted a few Ravens and 3 Red-breasted Mergansers although no eagles. After lunch we continued 

along the Huisinis road and took a short walk at Amhuinsuidhe to Loch Leosaid. Two distant Golden 

Eagles were seen circling over the hills to the east whilst another was found a perched on a crag to 

the north of our position. After moving a little closer and scoping it for around 20 minutes this bird 

too took flight and headed off towards the east where the other eagles had been seen. Once our 

attention had wandered from the Golden Eagle we also picked up a pair of Red-throated Divers with 

a juvenile on the adjacent loch which was a nice surprise. A Common Hawker dragonfly was also 

spotted darting up and down the side of the track making the most of the warm and sunny 

conditions. Returning to the bus we made our way westwards, spotting another pair of Red-throated 

Divers with a juvenile on Loch Langabhat on route to the road end at Huisinis. The scenery here was 

tremendous and we headed for a short walk towards the island of Scarp although this was brought 

to an abrupt end when a heavy shower crept in from the north. We did manage to see a few Twite 

and Wheatears and admire some of the machair flowers, such as Lady’s Bedstraw, Wild Carrot and 

Knapweed before retiring to the bus and finally to the hotel for our evening meal. 

 

 
Risso’s Dolphin  

 
13th August: 

Weather: Light south-westerly winds with sunny spells, becoming cloudier from mid-afternoon. 
 
There was plenty of bird activity around the Harris Hotel first thing in the morning with Willow 

Warbler, Siskin and a family of Stonechats all seen on the bank opposite whilst in the garden were 

Robin, Dunnock and Blackbird. After breakfast we made our way to South Harris calling in at 

Luskentyre where we took a walk over the dunes to the Sound of Taransay. A flock of Twite, Pied 
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Wagtails and a couple of Wheatears were feeding in the small graveyard where we had parked 

whilst on the sea we found a couple of Black Guillemots and 2 Red-throated Divers. The latter were 

not easy to spot although 2 others flew overhead calling providing much better views – at least of 

their under parts. Other birds noted here included a few Gannets, Black-headed Gull and a Buzzard. 

We could also pick out quite a few Red Deer on the island of Taransay where no doubt they received 

very little disturbance. We returned along the minor road and continued south, pausing at Seilebost 

where we spotted 5 Black-tailed Godwits roosting with Redshank on the edge of the high tide mark 

whilst a flock of Curlews were doing the same thing on the saltmarsh on the other side of the bus. At 

Horgabost we pulled over at a high point on the road which afforded us some superb views of the 

scene as well as providing an excellent spot to scan the Sound of Taransay. A flock of Eiders were 

bobbing in the water near Traigh Seilebost whilst further out a flock of at least 150 Common Scoters 

were clustered in a tight group. They gradually drifted closer and by the time we left could be seen 

well through the scope. A distant (winter plumage) Great Northern Diver was also seen along with 

Gannets and a few passing Lesser Black-backed Gulls. 5 Buzzards were also calling overhead before 

moving off towards the hills. A little further along the road we stopped again to take photos of the 

view as well as the machair which was rich in flowering Harebells, Eyebright, Wild Carrot and 

Knapweed. On the main road near Northton we stopped once more, this time to scan the tidal sands 

which held a couple of Black-tailed Godwits, Curlew, Redshank and a Greenshank. The adjacent 

roadside cutting also provided some interest where some old spikes of Thyme Broomrape were 

present. This parasitic flower is restricted to just a couple of sites in the Outer Hebrides and its 

abundance varies each year like many of the orchids so we were lucky to see it.  

 

We had our lunch just east of Leverburgh, overlooking the Sound of Harris and a tidal area of islands 

of creeks. A few Harbour Seals were resting on the rocks whilst birds here included a couple of 

Greenshank, Teal, Grey Heron and Ravens. We moved on to Rodel where we decided to avoid the 

bus tour that were already at St. Clement’s Church and parked opposite Borrisdale. This was lucky 

for us as when we began to walk around the village back towards the Medieval church we spotted 

an otter feeding in the bay. It came out on the rocks twice whilst we were watching and rolled and 

rubbed itself on the seaweed between spells of fishing until eventually it swam further away. In all 

we watched it for around 30 – 40 minutes allowing us all to get some decent views through the 

scope before it moved off. A Black Guillemot was also in the bay whilst a Peregrine Falcon was heard 

calling but sadly not seen. At the church we spotted a couple of Linnets on the roof whilst in the 

general area we found good numbers of Twite and Stonechats as well as Marsh St. John’s-wort 

flowering. Moving on from here we took the Golden Road along the east side of the island, pausing 

to admire the Harbour Seals that were hauled out in a sheltered bay on route. We turned off 

towards Stockinish and then took the road at Grosebay back to the A859. A Whooper Swan was 

loafing on Loch nan Craobhag and a Kestrel flew over to the far side where it began hunting. We 

returned to the main road and made our way back to the Harris Hotel after a successful and 

enjoyable day in South Harris. 
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Harebell 

 
St. Clement’s Church 
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14th August: 

Weather: Moderate south-easterly winds and cloudy in the morning with rain in the early afternoon, 
brightening later. 
 

We made our way north stopping on the border between Lewis and Harris at Bowglass. We spotted 

3 Red-breasted Mergansers on Loch Seaforth along with a Harbour Seal and a distant White-tailed 

Eagle making a short flight along the hills on the eastern horizon being pursued by 2 Ravens. We 

continued north into Lewis and were only a couple of miles south of Liurbost at Sobhal when a 

Golden Eagle appeared, very low down hunting close to the road. We stopped as quickly as we could 

along the busy road and hopped out to get some superb views of the eagle as it hunted the slopes 

above Sobhal Lodge. A couple of other vehicles followed our lead and also stopped to look at the 

huge bird that was showing very well. It drifted north so we moved a little further up the road where 

we could pull off completely. The eagle appeared once again at close range before drifting back 

south but providing some excellent views as it did so. Once our attention wavered from the eagle a 

little we realised that a Red-throated Diver was loafing on Loch Soabhal allowing us to get some 

good scope views of it. After the excitement had subsided a little we continued on to Tiumpan Head 

where we soon spotted a school of Common Dolphins feeding to the north. They were a little distant 

but regularly leaping out of the water as well as temporarily bow-riding a passing yacht. Birds seen 

from the headland included Great and Arctic Skua, Kittiwake, Fulmar and Guillemot.  

 

After a lunch break at Tiumpan we made our way back towards Stornoway, stopping on the Braighe 

where we spotted 2 Red-throated Divers on the sea. Whilst watching these through the scope they 

started calling and then proceeded to put on a full display running on the surface of the sea briefly as 

Great Crested Grebes do on inland waters. 2 distant Black-throated Divers were also off-shore here 

along with a couple of Red-breasted Mergansers, Fulmars and Shags. Sand Martins and Swallows 

were hawking over nearby Loch Branahuie whilst a Ringed Plover and a Dunlin flew over towards 

Broad Bay to the north. We continued into Stornoway and had a cuppa in the Co-op whilst Steve 

picked up some supplies before heading across the Pentland Road. Another Red-throated Diver was 

spotted on a freshwater loch whilst near the junction we had a pair of Whooper Swans with a 

juvenile that must have nested somewhere close by. We also spotted a Kestrel before dropping 

down towards Breasacleit. Our last stop was at the Callanish Stones which was quite busy with 

tourists although still impressive. A distant eagle was spotted perched on a hill top to the west so 

Steve returned for the scope and set it up by the visitor centre. This proved to be a Golden Eagle that 

continued to linger along the hill tops for a while before moving off to the south. From the same 

observation point by the visitor centre a Red-throated Diver was seen to fly off from Loch Roag, 

carrying a fish and 4 Common Terns were spotted in flight. The waters of the tidal loch below were 

quite calm which also helped us to spot a distant otter that was swimming towards the bank. It came 

out onto the rocks where it was somewhat obscured whilst it ate its catch before heading back out 

into the middle of the loch. As we were about to leave a juvenile Merlin came bombing past in 

pursuit of a Meadow Pipit which it chased past the pier before heading off towards the moor. It was 

just a shame only a few of us were there to witness this action just before retiring for dinner at the 

hotel in Carloway 
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Golden Eagle 

 

 
Callannish Stones 
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15th August: 

Weather: Strong south-westerly winds with long sunny spells and occasional showers. 
 
Our destination today was the far north of Ness and the Butt of Lewis. We arrived around mid-

morning and not long after hopping out the bus were alerted to some dolphin activity by Tony Marr 

(a semi-resident at Port of Ness). They turned out to be a school of Bottle-nosed Dolphins and were 

feeding to the south-east of the lighthouse. We saw at least 12 individuals that we managed to 

watch for around 25 minutes before they headed south at quite a pace to join others that had 

apparently already headed off before our sighting. We tried to follow them by moving to nearby Port 

Stoth although we only had one more, brief glimpse as they made off in the direction of Port of 

Ness. On the way back to the bus a juvenile Dunlin showed very well on the flood pools here before 

we returned to the lighthouse and took a walk to the south-west with Tony. 5 Snipe were flushed 

from another small pool whilst a male Golden Plover showed very well on the cliff top. Off-shore we 

picked up Gannets, Great Skua, Fulmar and Kittiwakes whilst Rock Pipit and Wheatear were seen on 

the short grass on the top. Before lunch we returned to Port of Ness to use the facilities and almost 

immediately spotted a large, erect dorsal fin in the bay. This belonged to a Risso’s Dolphin which was 

part of a group of around 10 – 12 animals that slowly moved south across Port of Ness and out of 

sight providing our second exciting dolphin encounter of the day.  

 

 
Golden Plover 
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We took our lunch to the hide at Loch Stiapabhat so we could search the area whilst enjoying our 

rolls. The loch held a Shoveler, a family party of Gadwall, Teal, Little Grebe, Moorhen, Mute Swan 

and a single Whooper Swan. Around 50 Black-tailed Godwits were sheltering on the loch side whilst 

a Dunlin, Ringed Plover and 3 Golden Plover flew over. Finally, before leaving a disturbance in the 

loch turned out to be a female otter actively fishing. We watched it for around 15 minutes before it 

disappeared in the dense vegetation surrounding the loch. We said our goodbyes to Tony and made 

our way to Loch Ordais at Bragar. 2 Wigeon and 3 Shelduck were new to the list whilst waders here 

included 3 Greenshank, Redshank, a Sanderling, Ringed Plover and Dunlin. We also picked up both 

Pied and White Wagtails feeding along the shoreline along with good numbers of Rock Pipits. Nearby 

Loch Shawbost produced little apart from Cormorants and a Black Guillemot off-shore and a few 

Buzzards inland. We began to make our way back to the hotel and were rounding a corner near 

Dalbeg when we suddenly came upon a 3 large birds almost overhead. The first bird we heard was 

an alarming Buzzard that was distressed as the other two other much larger birds were an adult 

Golden Eagle and an immature White-tailed Eagle. The former was apparently seeing off the latter 

that headed off southwards at a steady pace rounding off an excellent day.  

 

 
Port of Ness 
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Butt of Lewis 

 

16th August: 

Weather: Low cloud and showers in the morning with drier spells giving way to heavy rain for the 
afternoon and into the evening. 
 

We made our way to the west of Lewis this morning stopping at the headland of Mangersta first, 

picking up a Red-throated Diver on Loch Scaslabhat on route. We took a wander around the rocky 

ground here finding lots of Roseroot and Moss Campion growing in this very exposed environment. 

Off-shore we could see plenty of Fulmars passing by as well as Gannets, Kittiwakes, Shags and Great 

Skuas. We also picked up a Redshank in flight to the south of us although little else so we moved on 

to Carinish and took a short walk to the machair overlooking this stunning beach. Gannets, Shags 

and Cormorants were present  whilst back near the vehicle at Traigh Uige we found a few 

Sanderling, Dunlin, Ringed Plover, Curlew and a couple of Redshanks. We continued to Ardroil (the 

site that the Lewis Chessmen were thought to have been found) although the weather was really 

closing in and our walk here had to aborted due to the heavy rain and gusty wind. The rain came on 

very heavy so we moved on to Berie Sands at Valtos although we didn’t go far from the vehicle and 

enjoyed our lunch whilst dryly tucked away in the car park.  
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Carinish 

 

After lunch there was little sign that the weather was going to improve so we decided to make the 

most of what we could and headed for the museum in Stornoway. As we passed through Carishader 

we spotted a Red-throated Diver close to the shore of Loch Rog. We pulled over to discover that the 

adult diver had a juvenile with it and both were showing very well in the shelter of the near shore 

until they were spooked and flew further down the loch. It was still raining heavily so off we went to 

the museum where we got a chance to have a look at 6 of the Lewis Chessmen that are on a long 

term loan from the British Museum. The fine carving and intricate attention to detail make these 

pieces well worth a visit if you find yourself in Lewis on a rainy day. We made our way back to the 

hotel across the Pentland Road where we spotted a Lesser Black-backed Gull and a Great Skua on 

route before enjoying our evening meal in the comforts of the Doune Braes Hotel. 
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Lewis Chessmen 

 
17th August: 

Weather: A strong south to south-westerly wind with sunny spells and occasional showers. 

Our mission today was a request to try and see a couple of the raptors that we hadn’t seen as well as 

the Golden Eagle during the week. We took a detour to the south first to Tolsta Chaolais where we 

found a couple of Tufted Ducks on the freshwater loch and a couple of Goldfinch by the roadside. 

Moving back north we stopped at Carloway Broch and as we hopped out of the bus an immature 

White-tailed Eagle appeared to the west before giving us a fly-by as it headed inland onto the moor 

and so completing half of the target species already! The broch is only a short walk from the car park 

and although half of it is missing it’s still a very impressive Iron Age structure and we spent some 

time climbing inside and examining it. Moving on a couple of miles up the road we stopped at 

Dalemor and took a short stroll to the shore where we found a variety of birds including Gannets, 

Fulmars, Shag, Cormorant and Black Guillemot. The surrounding valley held a few Wheatear and a 

small flock of Twite flew over whilst 3 Rock Pipits were showing well in the cemetery by the bus. 

From here we made our way to the adjacent glen at Dalbeg. As we drove down towards the bay a 

Merlin came hurtling along the left side of the bus, very low and moving at speed. This was the other 

half of our targets for the day complete although unfortunately it wasn’t for stopping and the last it 

was seen it was still shooting along, low over the moor. After a look in the bay at Dalebeg we moved 

on to Loch Ordais at Bragar. There had been an increase in waders since we visited a couple of days 

ago with over 30 Sanderling, lots of Dunlin, Ringed Plover, 2 Knot and a Black-tailed Godwit. The 2 

Wigeon and 3 Shelduck were still present and we also spotted a White Wagtail amongst the Pieds on 

the shore. We enjoyed our lunch from the shelter we got near the cemetery at Loch Ordais before 

continuing on our circuit of Lewis. 
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After lunch we headed across Barvas machair to the coast although it was pretty quiet here so we 

didn’t hang around long and made our way towards Stornoway. Loch Branahuie had a few Sand 

Martins hawking over the surface as well as a couple of Tufted Ducks feeding on it. To the south we 

picked out a few Black Guillemots on the sea although it was also quiet so we continued south of 

Stornoway making our way over the moor at Arnish towards Grimshader. We pulled over at a 

vantage point and immediately connected with an adult Golden Eagle that was circling low. We 

watched it for around 5 – 10 minutes before it made its way, low towards Stornoway and out of 

view. 3 Buzzards were above Grimshader and a quick tour of the township produced a couple of 

Goldfinch and Stonechats. Last but not least we headed back west to Loch Roag and stopped at 

Linshader. A Red-throated Diver was showing well as we arrived although it flew off carrying a fish 

almost straight away. Further off a couple of Black-throated Divers were preening on the water and 

gave good scope views for a while before swimming off into the middle of the loch where they 

began fishing. At least 4 Common Terns, including a juvenile also kept us entertained as they flew 

back and forth in front of us. We could also see a pair of distant Golden Eagles hunting not far from 

our route back to the hotel so we made a slight diversion on the way. We pulled over in Breasacleit 

and got some excellent views of the pair working the hillside and rough ground behind the houses as 

they covered the area together searching for prey. Eventually they dropped out of view and on 

returning to the bus we found a family party of Siskins in the garden nearby. After a full and 

successful day we made our way to Doune Braes with a Golden Eagle making a last appearance to 

the annoyance of a Buzzard within a mile of the hotel.  

 

 
Immature White-tailed Eagle 
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Carloway Broch 

 

 
Golden Eagles 
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18th August: 

Weather: Calm, overcast with a little rain. 
 
We said goodbyes to the staff at the hotel and joined the Pentland Road in Carloway. As we passed a 

large loch we noticed a couple of divers and pulled over to investigate. As we did a Red-throated 

Diver flew off leaving another 6 on the water together. We set up the scope and watched 2 of the 

group displaying whilst in the distance a Golden Eagle was perched on a small hillock. Closer to and 

in a different direction an immature White-tailed Eagle was also perched in view and just to round it 

off a party of 6 Black-throated Divers flew over. 1 of the Black-throated Divers landed on the loch 

near the Red-throated Divers and we got some excellent views through the scope as it slowly swam 

around. Every now and then the still air was broken by the sounds of the divers calling until 

eventually all the Red-throats flew off leaving the single Black-throated Diver on its own. Other Red-

throated Divers were flying around calling from various directions and we probably saw in the region 

of 10 birds in this magic half an hour. We continued over the moor to Stornoway and pulled over to 

the east of Loch Branahuie on the Braighe. A few Sand Martins were hawking over the loch whilst at 

least 10 Great Northern Divers were spotted close in to the shore in Broad Bay to the north. We set 

the scope on them and got some great views of birds in both winter and summer plumage together 

in the calm waters. Finally we called in at Tiumpan Head in the hope of seeing cetaceans and it didn’t 

let us down. Before we’d even stopped Malcolm spotted a fin just off-shore. It belonged to a Risso’s 

Dolphin and was part of at least 8 that were feeding in the area with some showing very well, close 

inshore in the calm conditions. 100’s of Manx Shearwaters were also passing in large, low-flying 

flocks whilst other birds included an Arctic Skua and 8 Common Scoters flew south. It was a shame 

to have to leave but Deone and Ingrid needed to be at the airport for their flight. We dropped them, 

as well as Malcolm and Mary off and said our goodbyes before leaving Ian and Viv at Stornoway Car 

Hire. Last but not least Alison and Philip took a lift down to the Harris Hotel noting one final 

immature White-tailed Eagle on route at Loch Seafoth providing a fitting end to an excellent last 

morning and rounding off a great tour of Lewis and Harris. 
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Species List: 

 

Mute Swan   Seen at Loch Stiapabhat only 

Whooper Swan 1 was seen in South Harris, 13th , 2 with a juvenile were seen along 

the Pentland Road and 1 was on Loch Stiapabhat 

Greylag Goose   Common 

Shelduck   Seen at Loch Ordais only 

Mallard    Common 

Gadwall   A family party were seen on Loch Stiapabhat  

Shoveler   1 was on Loch Stiapabhat 

Wigeon    2 were at Loch Ordais 

Teal    Small numbers were seen in South Harris and in Ness 

Tufted Duck   Noted on 4 dates 

Eider    Seen in South Harris 

Common Scoter 150 were in the Sound of Taransay, 13th  and 8 flew south off 

Tiumpan Head, 18th  

Red-breasted Merganser Seen on 3 dates in small numbers  

Red-throated Diver  Seen virtually daily 

Black-throated Diver Seen on 4 dates with 6 off the Braighe, 12th and 6 flew over a loch 

along the Pentland Road with 1 landing, 18th  

Great Northern Diver 1 was seen in the Sound of Taransay and at least 10 were in Broad 

Bay, 18th   

Little Grebe   1 was on Loch Stiapabhat 

Fulmar    Common off-shore 

Manx Shearwater  Large numbers were seen in the Minch from Tiumpan Head, 18th  

Gannet    Common off-shore 

Cormorant   Common 

Shag    Common 

Grey Heron   Seen every day in small numbers 

White-tailed Eagle Single birds were seen on 14th, 15th, 17th and 18th    

Golden Eagle Seen 5 dates during the week with excellent views south of Leurbost 

Buzzard    We had sightings on 5 dates during the week 

Kestrel  Uncommon with 1 in South Harris and another along the Pentland 

Road 
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Peregrine Falcon  Heard calling at Rodel 

Merlin    1 was seen at Callanish and another at Dalbeg 

Moorhen   Only seen at Loch Stiapabhat  

Oystercatcher   Very common 

Ringed Plover   Common 

Golden Plover An adult male showed very well at the Butt 

Lapwing   Small numbers were seen on 3 dates 

Knot    2 were at Loch Ordais, 17th  

Sanderling   Seen at Loch Ordais and at Carinish 

Dunlin    Seen on 4 dates with the largest numbers at Loch Ordais 

Redshank   Fairly common 

Greenshank   Small numbers were noted on 2 dates   

Black-tailed Godwit Seen on 3 days during the week   

Curlew    Seen virtually every day 

Snipe    Small numbers were noted on 2 dates 

Great Skua Seen virtually every day   

Arctic Skua   1 or 2 were seen on 14th and 18th  

Black-headed Gull  Fairly common 

Common Gull   Common 

Herring Gull   Common 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Fairly common 

Great Black-backed Gull  Common 

Kittiwake Seen daily   

Common Tern A few, including a juvenile were atb Loch Roag, Callanish  

Black Guillemot   Seen almost every day    

Guillemot   Seen on 2 dates 

Rock Dove   Common 

Wood Pigeon   Seen around Stornoway 

Collared Dove   Noted in Stornoway 

Skylark    A couple were seen at Loch Ordais 

Swallow   Common and seen daily  

Sand Martin   Seen on 3 dates with the largest numbers around Loch Branahuie 
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Rock Pipit   Small numbers seen on 4 days 

Meadow Pipit   Common 

Pied Wagtail   Seen every day 

Hebridean Wren  Occasionally seen 

Hebridean Dunnock  Noted in the Harris Hotel garden  

Robin    Seen on 3 dates 

Wheatear   Common and widespread 

Stonechat   Seen almost every day 

Hebridean Song Thrush  Seen around gardens in Tarbet 

Blackbird   Noted on 3 dates 

Willow Warbler   Seen around Tarbet  

Goldcrest   Heard on 14th   

Hooded Crow   Seen every day  

Raven    Common 

Hebridean Starling  Very common 

House Sparrow   Common 

Chaffinch   Seen on 14th in Tarbet  

Linnet    A few were seen on 2 dates 

Twite    Fairly common, especially in South Harris 

Redpoll    Seen around the Harris Hotel 

Siskin    Noted on 3 dates  

Goldfinch   A few were noted on 17th / 18th   

Greenfinch   Small numbers were noted during the week 
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Mammals: 

Otter A female was seen in the bay at Rodel, Harris 13th  with others noted 

at Loch Roag, Callanish and in Loch Stiapabhat 

Grey Seal   Seen off the Butt of Lewis 

Harbour Seal   Seen in Bays of Harris and Loch Seaforth 

Common Dolphin  A school was seen off Tiumpan Head 14th  

Bottle-nosed Dolphin  Seen close in off the Butt, 15th  

Risso’s Dolphin At least 9 were seen on the morning of the 12th off Tiumpan Head 

with others off Port of Ness, 15th and again at Tiumpan Head, 18th  

Red Deer   Common in Harris and south Lewis although distant 

Rabbit    Common  

 

 

Insects:  

Common Hawker 

Meadow Brown 

Green-veined White 

Arran Carpet 

Snout 

July Highflyer 

Chevron 

Flame Carpet 

Dark Arches 

Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing 

Large Yellow Underwing 

Small Wainscot 

Dotted Clay 

Common Rustic agg. 

Ear moth agg. 
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Plants:  

Thyme Broomrape 

Field Gentian 

Wild Carrot 

Harebell 

Bog Asphodel 

Marsh St. John’s-wort 

Moss Campion 

Roseroot 

Primrose (in flower!) 
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